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ABSTRACT 
 
Mounting archaeological data has begun to supplement the documentary record for the Late 
Bronze and Early Iron Ages in the Highlands of central Jordan.  Ongoing excavations at Tell 
Madaba present an opportunity to review the current state of our knowledge, and to identify 
patterns of land use and settlement.  The evidence indicates a shift from a cultural landscape 
characterized by small settled communities confined to the transit corridors that facilitated long 
distance trade through the region during the Late Bronze Age, to a dispersed configuration 
comprised of numerous new agricultural settlements that emerged scattered across the highland 
terrain with the onset of the Early Iron period.  This paper will examine the archaeological 
evidence from Madaba, assess its role in the events surrounding this dynamic transition, and 
suggest directions for future research. 


